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harmonium. I still remember a few lines we rehearsed:

Ro-od jilmil akaxhoti, Daware dhemalite,
Amar monor nijanoti, Xopone jai umoli,
Ro-od jilmil, Ro-od jilmil, Ro-od jilmil..

Rose Baideu, Rubsnjali Baideu (Anjali Medhi), Monti
Baideu (Mridula Das), Ramen ChoudhibgstAra Baideu,
On this day (15/10/77) 29 years ago, Jayahiiga ChoudhuryPretishree Barkataki—all took part. During
: Hazarika suddenly left us all in tears and left e rehearsal period, | remember one day he was crosse
N the HeavenlyAbode. Devastated as we wehith me and Niva and said “Osorot thoka manuhbore xodai
"% then, today we remember his scintillatirdgrikoi ahe”; we were punctual after that.day
personality with great fondness and a sense of loss.

Time has proved over and over again that the void left
the sudden premature demise of Jayanta Hazarika (R
at the age of 34 on 15 Octopb#®77, can never be filled.
The memories of his face with childlike innocence and 1
heart, big enough to shower love on everybsiily/fill me
up when | think of him. Leaving his young wife Manisha ai
his son — Mayukh at a very early age, he created a big \
in his family as well.

With the passing of years — that mellifluous voice and |
absence are being felt more and more, particyiartige |
context of the present musical scenaridseam, and we
are all left in utter regretimagining the height his achieveme
could have reached had divine providence let him comp
his normal quota of years.

How | remember Rana:

The name Jayanta Hazarika, ‘Pragati Silpi Sangha’, ‘N
Art Players’, ‘Kristi Bikash Sangha’ are a sweet mema
for all the music lovers of Guwabhati like myself. Known ¢
Rana Bhaiti in the family circle, in my mind, he is still the <
year old the handsome, fair complexioned, young lege
and the music icon of yester years. Bhupes at@romor
Rana Bhaiti.

| remember Rana, with his disarming smile and charm
mannerin those days Uzan Bazar and Panbazar were
heart of cultural activities in Guwahati. In 1959, the Diamo
Jubilee of Panbazar Girls High School was celebrated v
aweek long program in the month of May or June (1 do |
remember the exact month).

Rose Hazarika and Ruby Hazarika were also student |
Panbazar Girls High School; so they asked their brot
Rana to organize the musical programme for the Diamc |
JubileeWe were all excited and practiced every afterno
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I fell for his voice and his charm since that time. Never mistteiguitaythe
any of his functions during my teens until | left Guwahatdumra, the
1972. On behalf of Cotton College Union Society in 19é4andolin, the
when we invited him to perform during “Colledéek”, | accordion,
became close to him. The entire Union Hall was movedt®ytabla, and
listening to him. He sand the song “Agoli botahe kop&the mouth-
kolore pat” for the first time on that day organ. His
dexterity on
Fortunately or unfortunatelyhappened to visithome inthe  h e
month of September 1977 to attend a family wedding.l@mmonium with his fingers spread over two octaves was an
that fateful morning October 15, 1977 the sad news @&ag-inspiring sight. Standing before his audience with all
announced on ti#dl India Radio News Bulletin that Jayantaolemnity coupled with humilifghe artist in him could exert

Hazarika had passed away in Kolkata. influence upon all sections of the people. He accompaniec
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika to the International
We were all shocked. | cried like a little girl. SHRADDHANJIALY  Conference on Political Songs organized by

The day his lifeless body was carried from 7« e o sesteryecrs the October Club in Berlin on February 1972
BorjharAirport to his Nizarapar residence _ {#_ *;,,; and overwhelmed the German audience.
we somehow managed to catch a glimpse of =

his face in the back of the truck. Standing in
tears, at the Panbazar Sukleshar Ghat, we =,
tried to reach out to throw a few flowers
the truck from among the vast crowd of m¢
women and children.

The feelings of culture-oriented music lovers
today can be expressed in the following quote:
“There have been quite a number of tributes
to the legendary artiste through his songs but
some of them have been unimaginably careless
and irresponsible ventures. There are glaring
His thirty-four crowded years of meaningfeilis errors in the lyrics above the mishandling of
existence added significantly to uplift the rich culture traditioatations and musical accompaniment. The preludes anc
flourishing inAsom for ages. He followed the prompting efterludes deviate to a simplified solo pattern from the superb
his heart to initiate the formation of the Sur Bahini, a molaléginal orchestrations the background scorings are
musical brigade which was committed to work selflessly $oibstandard and the extra doses of individualist treatmen
the welfare of the popthe helpless and the distressemhly contribute to mar the original excellence”.

especially victims of natural calamities. His artistic excellence

and qualities of head and heart set the perfect example dhanefore, the Government needs to take serious steps fc
artiste in the true sense of the term. the preservation of and research into the legendary song
Jayanta Hazarika followed the pioneering style of Jyantid music of the state. This may be done by constituting
Prasad\garwala of synthesizing the element&\ebmiya authorized panels of personalities connected with the
folk, Indian classical and/estern music to weave out @espective form of music, initiating and sponsoring frequent
distinctive form, intimate and recognizal®{gomiya in workshops under able exponents and strictly prohibiting
character imperfect recordings

He could play quite a number of musical instruments, d.g§st year when | met Mithu bou (Manisha Hazarika) at her
residence we were both in tears. In the sitting room,
| | saw Rana old guitarthe one that used to enliven

¥ many cultural functions in Guwahati. Each chord
has his fingeés touch immortalizing the passionate
and mellifluous rendering of Mrityu xaboti xomadhi
tolit, Tomar morome mor and Xurat magan.

It reminds me of that touching tune of Elton John.

- “Now you belong to heaven

And the stars spell out your name...
Your candles burnt out

Long befoe your legend ever will
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This year the Jayanta
Hazarika Memorial Concert
was held at the Nehru Centre
(Cultural Wing of High
Commission of India) on 18
October2006.The invited
artists were: Manisha
Hazarika, Mayukh Hazarika
& Laili Dutta Hazarika.

“A woman will always
sacrifice herself if you give
her the opportunityt is her
favorite form of self
indulgence.” This quote of
Somerset Maugham
somehow reflects so truly in
someone like Manisha
Haharika, the wife of late
Jayanta Hazarika; she is a
woman of substance.

Born and raised in a
respectable Bengali family
with a rich musical
background in Kolkata,
Manisha lost her husband at
avery young age. In no way
did she want to be a pitiable
woman,; neither did she want
to go back to her birth place
in to the comfortable and
privileged surroundings of her
parents’ house. Instead this
courageous woman started
to begin from scratch striving
to survive and made every
effort to give the best to the
couples only child, Mayukh.
She has promised herself to
keep those memorable songs
of her husband alive and
make him feel comfortable
where ever he is. Sheis an
inspiration and a role model
for every women.

Mayukh Hazarika can be

and doyens gtsom musical
world. He saw and heard his
family of musicians, most
notably his father and uncle
Dr. Bhupen Hazarika sing
and interact as he grew up.
He lost his father when he
was only seven year old. His
mother taught him to sing
those immortal songs with
the same depth of feelings
and sincerity that his father
once sang and became
famous with. Mayukh
relivens the voice of Jayanta
Hazarika once again.

Laili Dutta Hazarika would
always wake up to the sound
of the swaras. Having herself
learned from the legendary
Padmabhusan  Ustad
Ghulam Mustafa Khan, her
mother Shikha Dutta took it
upon herself to pass on the
nuances of the Rampur
Sahaswan Gharanato Laili
at a very young age. Since
then music has been one of
the most significant and a
religious aspects of Laif’
life. This tradition found
further expression when she
married Mayukh Hazarika.
She is qualified from
Bhatkhande Music
University, Lucknow as a
Bachelor of Music.

The accompanying pictures
are Late Jayanta Hazarika
with Late Dr Zakir Hussain,
President of India; Manisha
Hazarika; Late DrNirmal
Prabha Bardoloi, Dr
Bhupen Hazarika, Mrs. lla
Bosewith Manisha Hazarika
after their wedding; Mayukh
Hazarika their only son and

easily mistaken fok.R. Rahman by his disarming smile andhili Dutta Hazarika — daughtén- law.
charming manne©f course, he was born and raised in the
Hazarika gharana—an illustrious family of several gifted art&tsi Kakati, London, UK
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, . . Media references to their alleged tactics in the face of a

U Ifa STu 'Ni ng PO| nt formidable opponent, if true, surely are reprehensible and
utterly despicable: generations of extortion culture, piggy-

back rides on ISI, and personal gains etc.. That has brougt

For a while nownegotiations between PCG and GOl fisat loggerheads with many a sober intellectual who are not
starting a direct dialogue between GOI and BlHave their enemies and forms a direct confront with civiliyt
naturally heightenetissamese expectation for an early eie can pass that as an act of irrational defiance in the fac
to the more than a quarter century of insurgency initiate@bgdversity or desperation and an aberration if a genuine
ULFA. How dearly the people #issam harbor the dreargffort is made for a early resolution of the conflict.

that a new chapter of peace and prosperity will begin soon.

Shortly after the announcement of cessation of hostilitied b§ fact of the matter is that the UL Fasugency stemmed
ULFA in return for GOB unilateral ceasefire, beféxagust from a sense of being shortchanged, ignored, and ill-treatec
15, 2006, CMTarun Gogoi aptly expressed the publy the Indian state. The demand for sovereignty (that was
sentiment by saying that with peace, a prerequisiteifioate in thé\ssamese psyche long before Bldtticulated
progress and development, a new era will beghsgam. it) followed as a causan unrealistic sense of invincibility

Everyone irAssam is anxiously holding on, hoping that taéer thwarting the Mughul attempt to subjugassam
long awaited peace will soon return. seventeen times somehow reinforceAssamese desire
forindependence.

It would not be an exaggeration to state that what has
transpired thus far in the process of discussions is ¥&fa personal note, as former president gi¢sam Society
promising. Hopefullythe temporary cessation of hostilitief America (ASA), | remember leading #ssamese
will be a lasting one. K'true that the process has now pausdegation ttAmbassador K.R. Narayanan, who later
with a bickering about the modalities regarding releasgegame president of India, after a demonstration outside the
five jailed ULFA leaders and one hopes that that too wifeshington D.C. embasshhis was at the height of the
clear up and real direct talks will begin soon. Even if teédent movement of the early eighties led by Prafulla
materializes, let no one expect a smooth sailing of the proiedanta and the Late Bhrigu Phukan. In my still un-faded
by any means. It may take months, if not years,yegithful zeal, | undiplomatically told tiembassador that
complicated negotiations. Notwithstanding the uncertaiv§ wanted to be independent. When he asked me who wa
due to the unknown details of discussions and the sta@®8tg to help, I promptly replied without much thinking:
collective psychology and stratagem of WLahd GOI, one “China.” He frowned on that. Latdrrealized | was too
hopes and prays for the best at this time. emotionalWith this, perhaps I can claim that | was the only
one who demandédssams sovereignty on a foreign soil to
Without a doubt, both GOl and URFhave propelleda representative of GOI! The point here is that a desire for
themselves into a very critical juncture of tirkey misstep independence is inextricably intertwined withAlssamese
by either side has the potential of wreaking havoc &mieid, but then one has to be realigtic.understanding of
reversing the process. Public faith in both GOl andAJLRistory reveals that it inexorably moulds the human society
will erode precipitouslyif that happens, the present euphofi#nost in a preordained fashidn.thrive, one must negotiate
will give way to frustration and pessimism. The net effectla® twists and turns of history with whatever flexibility and
all that onAssamese society will be nothing less thagiustment needed with a pragmatic and beneficial goal. It
disastrous. The imperatives for peace dictate that a cautiéRigd not make sense to try to bring back the faneelboo
far-sighted, pragmatic, and constructive approach be tékeandrakanta Singtsskingdom irAssamAll that is gone
by either side rather than even outwardly arrogant and seii§hthe wind. The meaning of the word “sovereignty” itself
postures for which there will be temptations on both sidegebulous. Philosophicaliyere is no absolute sovereignty
Especially for UL, it is a moment of reckoninghey must in the present day world. The entire wired and wide world is
realize that they have a historical responsibility ofimmefierdependent. Even the hands of the only superpower ir
gravity. They are perhaps ordained for a role for uplifting ff¢ world todaythe USA, are tied to the institution of the
Assamese people for whom they have suffered so |(§.Hgt8d Nations and individual nations. It is foolhardy for a
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sub-nationality of twenty-five million people to dream abdasicked in terrorist tactics by a foreign agency who have
a nation on the face of the earth, and survive and makeiaown agenda. If thatis true, UAFiews an enemy of a
mark. Mere existence of adequate mineral and offenceived enemy as a friend. Nothing can be more short-
resources is not enoudtny sovereign government of suckighted than that. In that context, it is tempting to see a part
a nation will only be an exercise in puppetry and a quaéRssams history repeating itself. In the last twenty seven
trade study with respect to all aspects only leads ongetars, the world has changed in a dramatic way mainly
conclude that most can be gained within the umbrella béaause of advancements in science and technalody
revised Indian constitution. Commonality of hisfaglture, Assam has been left behind on the way side in the dust bin o
ethos all point to that same conclusion. history because of it preoccupation with an unsettling socio-
political environment. If twenty-seven years have not been
Itis very difficult to understand the parameters that drereugh to achieve its goals, how long more will be needed”
ULFA’s actions. In the post & ivorld, it is conceivableCertainly ULFA can not demand a millenniumAgsams
that they are changing and so will LA.But ULFA must history to achieve the resuli/aiting indefinitely is not the
not make the mistake of being lulled into a sense of invincibdiyice because thessamese sub-nationality will not be
by association with a foreign power that inherently wokkgstent if the present state of affairs continues much longer
against the well-being of the harmonious monolith of théwenty-seven years, UBFhas not made any significant
heterogeneousssamese society that includes all indigendwesadway in the matter of achieving its cherished goal. People
people irrespective of linguistic , religious, ethnic or trikak rather disillusioned and rightfully so.
denominations. | am sure that in the deepest of their hearts,
ULFA leadership understands the predicament of stantlh§A has two choices: either continue with the path of
up to GOI and at the same time be faithful to thde@manding severing constitutional ties with India and try to
AxomiyattaThey may even feel as if they are riding omlaclareAssam as an independent sovereign nadin
mythical tiger and unable to dismount. Itis in this cont@xXinitum, or sit down with GOI for a special deal to redress
that GOI must cautiously play its cards right and ease tladtie grievances under a possibly amended constitution o
out of emotional hang-ups by acquiescing to their reasoniglola. Whereas it is questionable how much popular support
demands for the sake of thesamese people and not likere is for course one, | feel almost everyone will support
ruthless and dogmatic. the second choice.

ULFA's demand for an independekdésam free fromLastly, the phenomenon of Ul&Fis a very unique and
constitutional bondage with the rest of India is certainlgignificant one in the entire historyAgsamWhatever else,
very tall order on the existing Indian state of wiAissam one must admit that Ul&has achieved something that no
now happens to be a constitutional part. Those who luoid else has achieved in post-independent India. It brings
the reins of power under the oath of defending Isdiato sharp national focus the fact of injustices meted out to
constitution are not expected to put an about face onAssam by the Indian state. UXE movement has catapulted
constitution to which they have pledged their allegiance. Tti®Assamese identity and awakening to a level achieved
will not stand for the dissolution of the Indian state. Tiever before. ULK has already succeeded in their mission.
does not mean that the demand for sovereigitgsdm is Because that awakening of the peopkessm will remain
totally unjustified or uncalled fovinston Churchill did not an asset to proclaiAssams preponderance in the greater
want to preside over the dissolution of His Majestyhpire Indian society in years to come and even long afte & F

by granting India independence. But the history unfoldgmhe. ULRA's legacy will take a quantum leap if it now comes
against that notion and Gandhihovement steered Indit terms with realitysit down with GOl and from their strong
into freedom. So with mass public awakening, it is possjisition, negotiate as much out of GOI as possible and se
to achieve the righteous goal and become successfully aghasburse of an unprecedented renaissanceAssheaese
seemingly impregnable adversities. Howetres situation people.

with respect to ULK is not the same. UIAFs situation today

is similar to that of Chechens. So the point here is that thBreesh C &hbildar

is need to be pragmatithe media reports that UBHs
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