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In Search of Sanjiv Sarma

One of the most vivid memories | have of
my Mais of her standing at the gate of our
childhood home at the Gauhati University
campus, when Dada, Bhaiti or | were even
ten minutes late in arriving home from
school. Her eyeswould be glued to theroad,
and shewould anxiously look at each school
bus, as the students from various schools
alighted in their different uniforms. In our
youthful ignorance, | remember my broth-
ers and | thinking it was a huge joke and
betting if Mawould be at the gate, if our bus

stopped at a spot for a minute longer than
scheduled. Now that Mais no more, and |
myself am amother of an eight-year old, who
runsto check on himten timeseven if heis
making asnowman right outside thewindow,
suddenly Ma standing at the gate, waiting
for usis not funny any more. As | choke
back my tears at the memory, | am thinking
of Minati Aunty, another mother waiting for
her son. But thistimeit is not just ten min-
utes. She and her ailing husband Anil Sarma
have been standing at their gatefor eight long
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years, waiting for the right bus to bring her
only son, Milumoni (Sanjiv Sarma) home.

| have known the Sarmafamily since | was
alittlegirl, growing up in the Gauhati Uni-
versity campus. | remember Milumoni Da
well asafriendly young man, intelligent and
well spoken. | had heard about him coming
tothe USinthelate eighties, to study Mass
Communication at Hunter College at the
City University, NY. But as it happens all
too ofteninlife, if one doesn’t hear about a
person one just assumes that they are well.
So one day, in early September, soon after
we moved to Denver, when | suddenly saw
his youngest sister Mainu’s blog on the
Internet pleading to the Assamese commu-
nity in America for information on
Milumoni, who has been missing for the past
seven or eight years, it was a shock. Since
then | have been in regular communication
with her and have been trying in my own
small way to provide some information to
this grieving family. In the last couple of
months, | could come up with thefollowing
sketchy information on Sanjiv Sarma.

Whilestudying at Hunter CollegeNY, which
shows hisattendancetill 1998, Sanjiv Sarma
faced some financial problems. He worked
part time with one Mr. Nukka Reddy, who
was starting abusiness during that time. Mr.

contd.to page 6...




DRAFT
Minutes of ASA Quarterly meeting, October 29, 2005
(Hosted by Sanjib and Sue Bhuyan)

Present: In person: Sanjib Bhuyan, Kedar & Ruprekha Bhuyan, Mukul & Geeta Chowdhary, Nomal & Pronoti
Dutta, Jukti Kalita, Umesh Tahbildar, Ritumoni & Kabita Sarma, Probal Tahbildar, Jayanta & Nilakshi
Thakuria, Prakash & Anuradha Deka, Kalyan & Seshu Kakati (non-member). Via teleconference: Jugal Kalita
and Ganesh Bora.

Proceedings: This is the 4™ and last quarterly meeting for the 2004-05 term. The meeting started promptly at
the scheduled time of 8:30pm.

1. Because the minutes of the last meeting on April 17" were not typed, there was no motion for its
approval.
2. The Sarangapani tragedy — a moment of silence was observed in honor of the sudden death of Mr.

Nitin Sarangapani, the only son of Ramgopal and Alpana Sarangapani of Houston, TX.
Additionally, it unanimously decided to send a token contribution ($100) to the Nitin Fund — a
charity set up by the Sarangapanis. Kedar Bhuyan, ASA Treasurer, gave the check to Sanjib
Bhuyan, ASA President, who will send out the official letter.

3. President’s report —

a.

Once again Sanjib urged for membership renewal. It was agreed that phone call to renew
membership, a la telemarketing, is the best way but there is lack of personnel to do such work.
Thus, everyone is urged to use their personal connections to urge others to renew membership
or become members.

Assam 2005 — on behalf of Sunil Nath, Sanjib went over the balance sheet which was sent to all
attendees in August. The total income was $17,876.00 (including a $2,500 loan from ASA) and
total expense was $16,848.30. The remaining balance ($1,027.70) will be paid to ASA as a part
payment of the loan mentioned earlier.

Assamese Get-together 2006 — couple of weeks ago Sanjib distributed the invitation letter he
received inviting ASA to the CA event in July 2006. After discussion of the matter it was
decided that ASA will accept the invitation and urge its members and supporters to attend the
CA event. Sanjib will send out an official response letter early next week and request room and
time for ASA’s annual general meeting.

Sanjib informed all those present that he received a letter from the Secy of the Kuruwabahi
Xatra (via Jugal) asking for donations to restore the Xatra. It was reported that Jugal has given
some personal contributions when he visited the Xatra last as well as using ASA resources to
help preserve the ancient manuscripts. It was decided that given ASA’s lack of additional fund
for donations, ASA will lobby the CM of Assam urging increased support for the valuable
Xatras (and cc the Kuruwabahi Xatra). This effort will continue in person whenever ASA
member visits his/her home state.

Next ASA meetings — the Jan meeting will be hosted by Probal Tahbildar and the April meeting
will be hosted by either Kedar Bhuyan or Nomal Dutta. Those will be the last quarterly
meetings of the current administration before a new ASA administration is elected by the July
meeting.

4, Newsletter-

a.

A vigorous discussion took place on the issue of giving the ASA Newsletter a proper name.
This discussion has been going on over the Assamsociety Yahoo gp for sometime before this
day. Although there was some opposition to the idea of giving the newsletter a proper name,
Jugal tried to explain the rationale behind it. The ASA Exec Comm will make a final decision
on the name (suggested names include Posowa, Axomia Probax, etc.) through voting.

The phrase “ASA Newsletter” will be changed to “Newsletter of the Assam Society of
America” which will follow the proper name, e.g., Posowa.



c. Itwas also decided that the ASA membership form will be included periodically in the

newsletter just as in professional magazines (e.g., Time) to encourage membership.

d. Those who present in the meeting also asked Jugal to examine why most Editorial board

members were not ASA members.

Report from VP (Utpal Brahma) — Utpal was absent.

6. Report from the Treasurer (Kedar Bhuyan) —

a. Kedar Bhuyan noted that membership renewal is behind (it was noted that many of those
present have not renewed their membership!).

b. He emphasized the lack of adequate funding to support many causes ASA takes on every year.
c. He also proposed that the Life Membership contributions should be put in the ASA Investment
and Growth fund instead of the yearly operational fund where membership dues and project

donations go. This matter will be proposed to the Exec Comm by Kedar Bhuyan.

d. Kedar Bhuyan reported that not including the set-aside funds in the ASA Investment and
Growth fund, ASA’s balance at the end of September is $1,548.98 (not including the $1,027.70
expected back from Assam 2005). This money amount mostly contains funds allocated to
different projects and thus, cannot be spent on non-allocated business.

7. Report of NE ASA VP (Prakash Deka) — Prakash was pleased to inform everybody that celebration
of Sri Sri Shankadeva Tithi, which was celebrated earlier today, was a success. Although there
were less people due to several key people having personal reasons, the event went off nicely at the
Kingston Presbyterian Church (last year’s venue). Per person charge was only $6 this time due to a
positive balance from 2004. Purandar Sharma will send out detailed balance sheet to those who
attended.

8. Report from the ASA Foundation (Nomal Dutta and Mukul Chowdhary) — the Foundation
committee recently sent materials to IRS in response to its request for information. The process was
delayed due to unforeseen circumstances, but it is on track now and the Committee expects to hear
from the IRS soon.

9. Report from Project coordinators
a. Project Hope (Malabika Brahma) -Malabika participated via teleconference and reported that

ASA’s donation of $1,000.00 was transformed into kind (e.g. tables, chairs, water purification
machines, etc.) were highly appreciated back in Guwahati. These items bear the fact that they
were donated by ASA. There were media presence in the news conference in Guwahati.
Everybody thanked Malabika her continued work. Sanjib asked her to submit a written report
along with pics so that Jugal can publish it in the newsletter.

b. Flood relief (Sanjib/Jugal/Jukti/Prakash) — Prakash handed the $1,100 to Amiya Sharma of
NedFi, Guwahati for use as a loan to a fisheries project in Hajo. Amiya’s initial report indicated
that the group receiving money was looking for a loan using ASA’s donation as a base. We’re
waiting to hear from Amiya on the progress of the project, and information will be shared as
soon as it is known.

10. Report from Asomi Editor (Jukti Kalita) — 2005 issue was successfully published in July and
distributed in Assam 2005. Also several copies were distributed in the Sri Sri Shankardeva’s tithi
today. Jukti is expected to continue his role as the Editor for the coming year.

11. Old Business — no old business.

12. New Business —

a. Remaining ASA quarterly meetings — see above

b. Asom Sahitya Sabha membership and chapter (Jugal Kalita) — Jugal will be asked to pursue this
matter more vigorously if he wants, and explore the existing Life Membership situation.

o

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25pm.
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Help Build "Mother Shelter"

Sanjib Sabhapandit isone Assamesewho has
been trying to do something for the society.
Asom Jatiya Vidyalaya, his brainchild, has
been awonderful success. APOL died after
the group broke up dueto palitical interven-
tion. Now, heis running a dye unit and do-
ing well. He is starting a project called
"Mother Shelter" which he wants to get off
the ground.

Sanjibda's newly initiated "Mother Shelter"
project can be of tremndous devel opmental value.
NEDFi isgoing to support afew such units. | am
requesting you all to play a part in this effort to
alow peopleto live with the floods with dignity.
A bit of help from you will mean alot to him. If
any of the US based organizations would like to
support one or two of such unitsthen these could
be put up with sufficient publicity to the donor.

Sanjibda has conceived, designed and devel oped
the prototype of aflood relief camp called Cap-
sule ?'Mother Shelter?' to alow peopleto live
and cope with the ubiquitous floods in Assam as
human beings. This is a capsule that has been

designed such that children can have astudy table,
women can use bathrooms, potable water facil-
ity by harvesting rain water and filtering, dispos-
able/biodegradable septic tank etc all kept on a
flotilla. The prototype has made agood name. In
fact the same capsule can be used in times of a
fair, melawhere there are big gatherings without
any toilet facilities, like the ones we see in the
US or developed countries. Even if a Panchayat
has one such unit, it would do awholelot of good.
The total cost is about Rs 50,000/~ to produce
one unit.

Here are some details on Sanjibda:
- Academic qualification: BE, MBA
- Five years as lecturer in Assam Engg college

- Founder director of APOL , the largest compos-
itetextile mill of NE India

- Founder President of Axam Jatiya Vidyalaya

- Conceived, scripted and directed thefirst Light
and Sound show of the NEI at Karmonaxa |Is-

land in the Brahmaputra.

- Designed and implemented a humane mode of
goat transport in the city of Guawahati (from the
goat markets to the slaughter houses)

- Scripted, directed and produced the India Na-
tional Best Film (Environment) ? Juye Poora
Xoon?, 2004.

- Written two books.
His mailing addressis:

Sanib Sabhapandit, C/O Maanpee Creation,
Axam Jatiya Vidyalaya, Noonmati Guwahati
781020.

Email:kuhkhal @yahoo.com.
Mobile: 98640-44470,
Phone: 0361-2556647

- Amiya K. Sharma
(amiyo_sharma@hotmail.com)

Dr Sharma is an economist and currently work-
ing at North Eastern Development Finance Cor-
poration Ltd (NEDFi) , Guwahati as Deputy
General Manager.

L ate Padma K anta Dutta: Founder of

Sankar Jayanti

In the wake of 557th Birth Anniversary of
Mahapurusa Sankaradeva, | was reminded
of Late Padma Kanta Dutta (my jethu), the
founder of Sankar Jayanti celebrations in
London. Padma Dutta came to visit me in
August, 1983. He was the then President of
Kumargaon Sankar Mandir in Tezpur and a
devout Vaisnavite. He gave all his life to
Sankar Sangha and served the Sangha
dutiully.

During his stay, he was very eager to cel-
ebrate Sankar Jayanti Mahotsav in London.
Another well-known and a pious lady, Late
SubhadraK akati from Sualkuchi, Dr. Dinesh
Kakati’s mother, was also in London at the
same time. She was delighted with the idea
of starting a Sankar Sangha at L ondon and
joined in. Late Khageshsar Saikia, the Sec-
retary of Kumargaon Sankar Mandir in
Tezpur was also visiting his daughter in
Manchester at the sametime. What a.coinci-
dence! | saw it asablessing of the Guru. With

In UK in 1983

Jethu’ sinspiration and guidance, | wasable
to organise the 535th birth anniversary of
Srimanta Sankaradeva at Tavistock Commu-
nity Hall in Harlesden for thefirst time, with
tremendous help from the Assamese com-
munity in London. Although the idea was
initially started by me, the community took
ownership so that we are able to praise our
Guru and celebrate Sankar Jayanti every year
in London.

With my head bowed in reverence, | pray to
these three great people and thank them for
leading us to the path of our Guru
M ahapurusa Sankaradeva.

Because “The history of the Assamese
people, the history of its national aware-
nessisthelife of Sankaradeva— heisthe
pulse of the people”. During the last 555
years, none else who is of Sankaradeva's
stature has been born in Assam. Many re-
ligious preachers during this long period
may equal Sankardeva in one aspect or
another, but none has ever had the combi-
nation of expertise like Sankaradeva. He
was a poet, a philosopher, a musician, a
dramatist, an actor and aproducer, acom-
poser of dances, a painter, a much trav-
elled social reformer and the founder of the
neo-VaisnavitefaithinAssam, al inone. No
geniusin theworld has been so versatile.

Photo shows from the left, Late Padma
Kanta Dutta, founder of Sankar Jayanti cel-
ebrations in the UK along with his friend,
Late Khageshsar Saikia, in 1983.

- Rini Kakati , London
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Continued from previousissue

Assam’s GDP Needs to be Seven
Times for Good School Education!

For the past two days, | have been pursuing an idea as to how much money is
needed for providing “ good” school education to ALL Indian students and how
rich should India and Assam be to afford it. The idea struck me that if | can
extrapolate the figures for Jaipur School’s 500 students, for the whole nation, it
may be workable. This discussion was published in the October 2005 issue of the

newsl etter.

For comparison, the US spends $247
billion on its school education for only
60 million school kids. | note the fol-
lowing:

1. This does not include the cost of
building offices for Education Depart-
ments or for their supervisory expenses,
e.g., travel to schools for inspection or
for providing in-service professional
development such as teacher training.

2. A significant percentage of Indian stu-
dentsgo to private fee-charging schools.

3. Thereislot of corruptionin development
related expenses. As per Surjit Bhallastudy,
in Delhi, only 27 paise from every Rupee
reaches the poor. So, in the development
expenses, the cost would rise proportionately
to cover the shortfall. Further, on an aver-
age 25% teachers are absent and only 50%
of those present can be found teaching in
theclass. To have effectiveteaching, the cost
of supervision would risedramatically. Itis
hypothesized that most of the absent teach-
ersindulgein bribing higher-upsto get pay
without work.

4. Thus, to go from the current level of In-
dian education to an effective level would
involve much higher additional expensesin
supervision and corruption control.

For Current expenses being incurred by the
Governments of India and Assam, | per-
formed research on the Internet for relevant
data. Only 3.3% of the GDP is being spent
on education, including college education,
at thistime. Ideally, it should be 6%. India’'s
GDP per capita is $445. So, for 1 billion

people, the total is $445 hillion. India cur-
rently spends ONLY $13 billion on educa-
tion. Thisis for al levels of education in-
cluding higher education. For example, col-
lege level education involves 10 times the
expense compared to primary education.
Assume that India's total higher education
expensesare half of itstotal school expenses.
Thus, for effective education at ALL levels
India should be spending 66 + 33 = $99 bil-
lion dollars. It should spend $99 hillion on
education but Indiais spending only $13 bil-
lion. Further, as per the note above the fig-
ure would be higher to improve the current
nd efficiency.

Therefore, Indiashould spend $99 billion on
education, which should be about 6% of its
GDP So, India's GDP should be about $1700
billion compared to current only $445 bil-
lion. Note that all figures are in year 2004
prices.

Conclusion 1:

India need to increaseits GDP four timesto
$1700 billion and spend atleast $99 billion
on School Education alone, at current price
levels.

Calculation of Assam’s Optimal School
Education Spending and Optimal Sate
GDP

Assam’s population = 26 million.

Assam’s school age population = 8 million
(30% of total).

Assam’s current educational spending
=$100 million per annum.

Thisassumes Rs 400 per school kid per an-
num or $8 per kid per annum. Assam spent
Rs 199 per primary school kid per annumin

1995-96 at 1998 prices. In other words,
Assam spent $64 million per annum for
Assam School education or $100 million on
al of Assam’s education, including 50%
more for higher education.

Expenditure for effective education per
school kid = $220 per annum.

For Assam effective school expenditure =
$220 * 8 million = $1.75 Billion.

Optimal total educational spending = $1.75
Billion  for  school education
+ $.9 Billion for higher education (50% of
school spending).

Total optimal educational spending needed
= $2.65 Billion per annum.

So, Assam needs to increase its education
spending 26 timesfrom current meager $100
million per annum to $2.65 Billion per an-
num.

Optimal GDP for Assam: Extrapolating

Assam’s State GDP currently = Rs 35,000
crore=$ 7 Billion.

Optimally 6% of GDP should be spent on
education.

If optimal educational spending is $2.65
Billion, then it would be 6% of a State GDP
of $45 Billion!!

Conclusion 2:

So Assam's GDP should be 7 times of its
current level, at current prices, to havequal-
ity education. It should be $45 Billion and
NOT just $7 Billion as currently is. Itstotal
education spending should increase 26 times
to be atleast $2.65 hillion, with $1.75 Bil-
lion to be spent on school education alone.
the extra amount needed to improve super-
vision, in-service teacher training etc as
pointed out earlier.

- Umesh Sharma, College Park, Mary-
land, USA.
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Nitin Bezbaruah Sarangapani Memorial
(NBSM) Fund Unvelled

Nitin Sarangapani, son of Alpana and Ram
Sarangapani of Houston, recently passed away.
Hewasacollege student and aUS Marine at the
time of hisdeath. His parentshave created afund
in his name.

Mission: The NBSM Fund has been created for
the express purpose of providing charitable fund-
ing and help to needy causes both in the US and
alsoinIndia(Assamin particular). The Fundin-
tends to target charitable causes such as provid-
ing scholarships or educational help, providing
help at source to disadvantaged children in
Assam, specially those suffering from seriousill-
nesses or disease.

So far the fund has collected around $6000.00.
The Sarangapani family intends to contribute
substantially also to the fund in the coming
months and years.

The short-term plan isthat the Sarangapani fam-
ily plansto offer ascholarship to aScience/Com-
puter Science major student yearly at the Col-
lege where Alpana Sarangapani works, where
Nitin was working for the last few months and
was also taking courses. Nitin was also taking
courses at this college from hishigh school days.
Many of the professors, the staff and his friends
there adored him and love him very much.

Directorsof the Fund: Utpal Brahma, Ramgopal
Sarangapani, Alpana Bezbaruah Sarangapani,
Priya Jesson

CPA: Mr. Dewan Ahmed

Web master: Babul/Jugal

Send donations to: NBSM Fund, 12007
Kleinmeadow Drive, Houston, TX 77066

- Jugal Kalita & Babul Gogoi

The photograph of Nitin's casket was taken
by Chandan Mahanta

Contd from page 1...

In Search of Sanjiv Sarma

Reddy still lives and conducts business in
the New York area. According to Mr. Reddy,
Sanjiv had reasonto fear for hislife, because
of which hewasreluctant to stay in hisown
apartment for a certain period in late 1997.
Mr. Reddy put him up for a month after
which Sanjiv flew to California. Mr. Reddy
himself drove Sanjiv to the airport. He re-
ceived a phone call from Sanjiv a month
later, in which he mentioned that he was
working ‘onaship’. Sanjiv also said that he
needed money urgently to pay hismotel bill.
That wasthelast Mr. Reddy heard from him.
Thelast letter his parentsreceived from him
wasdated May 11 1997. Inthat |etter Sanjiv
mentioned that he was in ‘deep personal
trouble’ and asked them not to write or call
him for sometime. That was his last com-
muni cation with hisfamily. Thereisanother
angleto the story. The family has heard that
there might be ayoung lady from South In-
diawho might have had arelationship with
Sanjiv. There have even been rumors that
thetwo might be married. But no one seems
to have any information about who the girl
is, where she might be now, or even which
part of South Indiasheisfrom.

Thefamily is pleading for information; any
information that would help shed light on
what might have happened to their only son.

Hisoctogenarian father recently had multiple
cardiac strokesand islying in the ICU of a
nursing homein Guwahati. He till worries
about who will light his funeral pyre. The
basi c information about when Sanjiv Sarma
cametotheUS, physical description etc can
be found on Mainu’'s page at

and 605-430-5839. | welcome anyone who
would liketo call or writeto me with either
information, or advice on how | may pro-
ceed further with this search.

- Nandini Borah Das, Colorado

http://sumitasarma.bihu.in or
http://geocities.com/milumoni. |
once again appeal to the
Assamese community hereto help
with any information they might
have which might bring some clo-
sure for this family. | do have a
litttlemoreinformation onhimlike
his Social Security Number, the
reason why he was afraid for his
life, resultsof some paid searches,
contact information of Mr. Reddy,
etc which | hesitate to publish at
this time. But | will be glad to
shareit with anyonewhoisinter-
ested in communicating with me
personally in this regard. Mainu
has informed that quite a few
Assamese people have written to
her and have tried to help, for
whichthefamily isvery grateful.
I am hoping that since | am in
Americaitself it would be easier
for people here to communicate
with me. | may be contacted at
nandiniborahdas@gmail.com or
over phone at 720-489-0675 (H)

The

with
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Area, cordially inviles you to Assamese Get-logzther
2006, & joyous culural celebration by people with ties
to Assam, on July 1st and 2nd, 2006 at the Mariot
Haotel, San Mateo, CA

Let's celebrate the unique culturd heritage of Assam
avent.

Ficturesque Bay Area will provide you endless
opportunity to explare the cultura and geograptical

diversity of the Golden State and make your vacation
worth every moment.

Assamese Get-Together 2006

W AsSAmesRGelTonetnar06a1g,
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Assamese Get-Together 2006
£an Francisce, CA

Assamese community of San Francisco Bay

our active parlicipation and rake it & memorable

Let's Make

a Grand Success




Assam Society of America

PO Box 254
Mays Landing, NJ 08330

D | wish to become a member of Assam Society of America. (Please select membership type below:)

[ ] Life Membership ($500.00)

(] Family ($40.00) (] Single ($20.00) | Student ($5.00)
Term for Family, Single or Student membership is: Jan 1, 2005 - Dec 31, 2005

[] Additional donation: [ ] $500.00 [ ]$250.00 [ 1$100.00 []$50.00 [ |Other:$

D Ido not wish to become a member at this time. However, please consider me a well wisher and send me newsletters,
magazines and other correspondence from the Society. | also wish to make a donation in the following amount:

Donation: [ ] $500.00 [ ]$250.00 []$100.00 [ ]$50.00 [ JOther:$

Please make your check payable to Assam Society Of America and malil to:
Assam Society Of America, PO Box 254, Mays Landing, NJ 08330.

Name (Mr/Mrs/Dr/Ms)

Spouse’s Name (Mr/Mrs/Dr/Ms):

Children’'s Names:

Address:

Telephone:

Occupation:

Email:

Signature:

Current Community Service Projects Sponsored by Assam Society of America
(Please contact the coordinator for additional information, or to offer your donations or assistance.)

Project Hope - Attempts to provide material and monetary help to the Govt. B.D.S. Deaf & Dumb School, Kahilipara, Guwahati
Coordinator: Mantu Baishya, NE (mcbaishya2000@yahoo.com); Malabika Brahma, NJ (malabika_brahma@yahoo.com)

[ |Donation; Amount: $

Sponsor A Destitute Family - Provides help to economically disadvantaged women through the Mahili Samiti
Coordinator: Akhil Choudhury, CA (choudhury_assam@yahoo.com)
[ |Donation; Amount: $

SHARP — Provides scholarships to needy students in Assam
Coordinator: Vavani Sharma, PA (vavani@yahoo.com)
[ |Donation; Amount: $

Niky's Trust Tuition Scholarship - Provides a scholarship to one chosen school per year in Assam
Coordinator: Vavani Sharma, PA (vavani@yahoo.com)
[ |Donation; Amount: $

Donate a Book - Donates technical books to schools and colleges in Assam
Coordinator: Jugal Kalita, CO (jugalkalita@yahoo.com)
[ |Donation; Amount: $

Web site for rare and old Assamse manuscripts
Coordinator: Jugal Kalita, CO (jugalkalita@yahoo.com)
[ |Donation; Amount: $

Adopt A Child - Donates towards the financial needs of homeless and orphan children in Assam
Coordinator: Assam Society of America (assam_society@yahoo.com)
[ |Donation; Amount: $

We welcome comments about how ASA can better serve the community. If you have any comments or would like to propose a new community
service project, or you wish to help lead an existing or new project, we welcome you to contact us at the address above.
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The ASA Newsletter is published monthly. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ, on behalf of Assam Society of America, has published thisissue of ASA newsl etter.
The editors are Satyam Bhuyan (Ames, lowa), Ganesh Bora (Lake Alfred, Florida), Prasenjit Chetia (Atlanta, Georgia), Babul Gogoi (New Delhi,
India), Jugal Kalita(Colorado Springs, Colorado, Co-Editor-1n-Chief), Vavani Sarmah (Secane, Pennsylvania), Rini Kakati (London, UK), Umesh
Sharma (Cambridge, M assachusetts), Alpana Sarangapani (Co-Editor-In-Chief, Houston, Texas) and Ram Sarangapani (Houston, Texas). TheASA
Executive Committee is composed of Sanjib Bhuyan, President (Franklin Park, New Jersey), Utpal Brahma, Vice President (Burlington, New
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