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A Message from t

he President

Dear Friends and well-wishers,

First of all, | thank those of yol

who have renewed their 2005

membership. If you have ng
done so already, please rene
your membership (membershi
dues are on a calendar year bas
and encourage others to either
renew their membership o
become member, or both
Details on becoming a membg
and renewing membership al
given below. Please note th
regardless of membership, yd
are welcome to take part in ot
community activities and ou
efforts geared towards Assar
e.g., you can donate to on-goir
projects, such as preservation
rare manuscripts, or write
column in the ASA Newsletter|
or join your fellow Assameseé
people in a community picnic|
etc.

about

Talking community

already. If not, this information can be foundes¥bere in this
newsletter. Please book your rooms early to getettellent
group rate. Also contact Sunil Nath, Chair of Beganizing
Committee gunil.b.nath@att.ngfor more details on this event.

t
WAS you are aware from our past newsletter, e.g. F&b newsletter (available at
p www.assam.org- follow the “newsletter” button on left), you wWitotice that the
ishssam Society of American (Asom Sangha) has dome quretty good work in
td2004. As past records would show, such work isneot to the Society or to its
r members and well-wishers. We thank all those wboated their time and
! money in 2004 in our efforts to accomplish somewfSociety’s goals, i.e., help
erthe people of Assam as well as bring together thpadate Assamese families
eand communities around the globe in general, andNorth America in
ptparticular.
u
rAs its current President, I'm very proud to sayttll®e Assam Society of
America has a bright future built on an excelleastp However, we are always
n,looking for dedicated and committed people who wolike to help us
gaccomplish our goals. Without such direct parttipn by someone like you,
ofhowever, our efforts will remain efforts only andomises will remain
a unfulfilled. In this regard, we seek your partifijpn, advice, and resources to
do a better job in the current and future yearsreturn, it our promise that we
2 will continue our efforts to help the people andtune of our beloved Assam as
well as try to bridge the gap that exists in thpagKate Assamese community
here in North America. Thank you and best wishes,

Sincerely,

events, here’s a big one - AssamSanijib Bhuyan

2005, which will be hosted in th
Disney World in Orlando, FL in
Disney’s  Coronado  Spring

e President, ASA

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: please make your check palgato “Assam

Resort located in the Animal Society of America, Inc.” and mail to: Assam Sogiet America, P.O. Box 254,

Kingdom area. I'm sure you've
received information from the

Mays Landing, NJ 08330. Note that Assam SocietyAaferica is a NJ
registered Non-profit organization, and all itsicdf bearers are volunteers (i.e.,

organizers on hotel reservatig

nwork for free). Membership dues are as followdelthember: $500.00; Family:
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Please make sure that the following céntdo is included in your

$5.00. Please add any donatiprmmail along with your membership dues: Your nameurYspouse’'s name,
you want to make to the above Children’s name, Full mailing add, Tel, Email, &ddcupation (optional)

$40.00; Single: $20; Studer}: amount.

2005 Rongali Bihu Reports

Bihu has been celebrated a

organized more collaborative way i
different parts of the country. O

attraction of this

d
nOn April-16-2005, Washington D(

celebration|.
In United States, this year RangaliChildren program were fabulous.

h metro area Bihu celebrated at Thé

North East Bihu
Six Mile Ru

Club House, 7700 Provincig

April-09-2005,
at Dr,Mclean, VA 22102 with mor¢

than 120 Diasporas.

celebrated
Dr Jayanfz

significantly. The cultural program
and children’s games were very
interesting. The husori team played a
very high quality Bihu husori makes
the celebration more interesting.

On April-16-2005, Huston Bihu
celebrated more colorful way in a
beautiful weather. Children played

Reformed Church, 3037 Hwy 27,
Franklin Park NJ 08823. Almost 200 Madhav, The Economic Advisor t
Diasporas participated in variods Chief Minister of Assam and Dr|
Sanjay Hazarika’'s participation t
this Bihu made more significant an
colorful.

Washinton Metro Area communit
celebrated Rangali Bihu 3
community event for the first time|
For last 30 years, Bihu wer
celebrated at Dr. Jiten Borpujarils lots of fun games during this Bihu.
house as the community was veryAstronaut Mike and his family

small. always make Huston Bihu special.
The pitha, Laru and display of other
activities including children gameg, Dr. Borpujari mentioned that h¢ Assamese culture in Huston Bihu

and colorful cultural program. started celebrating bihu with sevgnalways make more significant.
families in this area long time ago.
Tilor Laru, Ghila pitha and many He says he is very happy to see thaContributed by Vavani Sharma,

other Assamese dishes were maithe  community is  growing Philadelphia, Pennyslvania

Rongaali Bihu Celebrated In Dubai

Rongaali Bihu was celebrated 4
the Assamese Community ¢
UAE with an overnight progran
on the 14th & 15th April last a
the Flamingo Beach Resor
Umm Al Quwain, about 50
kilometres from Dubai. The
program was attended this ye
by about 75 people from th
Emirates of Dubai, Abu Dhabi
Sharjah and Ajman.

2
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The main attractions of
program  was a

th
musical
performance by Sri Pankaj Dut

from Assam. Sri Dutta enthralle
the audience with his rendering
famous numbers of Dr. Bhupe
Hazarika, besides lively Bihl
songs to match the mood of th
occasion. Other attractions of th

March 2005

local ‘Dhulia’ Dayananda Gogoi which saw the papiadion of ladies and gents
in large numbers. Dance performances by the vetduanRohini and Rupali
kept everyone on their feet. Little Shireen Duttd, Abu Dhabi, with her
d recitation of two Assamese poems of yesteryeangréssed everyone. The two
pfand half hour long cultural program, which contidugél late in the night,
nincluded group dance performances by Suffraz, 8hattiarshita and Arnav.
The function concluded with ‘Mukoli Bihu’ where atrst everyone took to the
edance floor.
e

evening included Husori led b

Bihu Sensation at Di

y by D K Borah, Axom Xomaj, Dubai. More photosvatw.assamdubai.com

[li Haat

A little  known team from
Dhemaji district in upper Assan
today created sensation at Di
Haat by superb performance

bihu, which has retained its
traditional forms at thesg
secluded areas. The team
Bordoloni Anchalik Navajyoti

Sangha was invited by Katha ar
Assam Association, Delhi fo
performing at Katha valedictory
day and at the Rongali Bih
celebration of Assani
Association, Delhi on 2nd May
2005 at Samaj Sadan, Laxmib
Nagar.

The average age of the team
below 20 with 14 girls and 3¢
boys. They are superb in &
faculties. Be it with the drums|
flute, buffalo horn flute, lyrics
etc. There was a sizable gatheri
on this otherwise dull workingd
day at Dilli Haat. The authorativg
drum beats transcended ones

aithe bihutolis of upper Assam, in the festival ofrrimaent.

The team is on a mission of conquering Delhi caltyr On 29th they will
perform at the valedictory function of Katha. 30#fay will bring them face to
iface with more than 3000 students of Mother’s méional School, the numero
uno school of India. Same evening they will be masang the higher end
Il guests at Night Bazar of Hotel Ashok, India’s pren® star hotel. 1st May is
reserved for showcasing their talents at the newWweststation “Garden of 5

senses”in the vicinity of Qutab Minar.
g

The team from the most backward district of Assaenss to be most forward in
e culture. Their unspoilt version of bihu is a treathe eyes.
to

Contributed by Manoj Kumar Das, General Secreté&gsam Association Delhi.

April Meeting of ASA Held

A quarterly meeting of Assamh walk,' raising awareness about AS

Av. Dedicated web site (Probal

Society of America was held o
Sunday, the 17th of April betwee
11 AM and 2 PM at the home ¢
Prakash and Anuradha Dek3
residence in New Jersey. Here w
the agenda for the meeting.

1. Approval of January 9, 200
Minutes

2. President's
Bhuyan

Report

San;j

a. Membership related - membersh

n and its good work by all, politics o
nh Assamese in the NE and Nor
f America (ASA/AANA relation

'sMagh bihu and Bohag Bihu
adPrakash Deka will add later)

b b. Update of Assam 2005 (based
info received)

bi. Info on Hotel, Regn, and Food
ii. Cultural comm. Info (Nilakshi
will report)

ipiii. Souvenir info

f reporting)
h
c. Newsletter update - full round is
- completed in March. Have
sponsor till August 2005.

brd. Constitution amendments - Mantu
Baishya will bring it up in FL (if he
can't make it, then the President will
bring it up).

e. Projects

renewal, voluntarism - 'walk the

3

iv. Fund raising
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i. Flood relief - Prakash reporting
report from the Institute of
Integrated Res Mang, Tezpur

ii. Project Hope, Phase | - Praka
reporting + report from the Padmir
Sangha,

Kahilipara

iii. Other projects -

f. Fund raising strategies - email {
the ladies (Kabita), any plan?

g. Updated list of calendar of even
you should be aware of.

i. Next ASA Meeting: August 14
2005 (Kedar and Ruprekha Bhuyd
hosting. Lottery for 2005-06 hostin
to take place)

ii. Upcoming sponsors of newslette
- Mahesh Baishya (April) and Sanji
Bhuyan

+ (May)

March 2005

8. Report from Asomi Magazine

3. Report from the VP - Utpal Editor - Jukti Kalita

shBrahma (membership, cultural
i program for Assam 2005, ?)

4. Report from the Treasurer - Ked
Bhuyan (balance
sheet, 1st gtr, 2005)
(o}
5. Report from NE ASA VP
Prakash Deka (Bihu and Axomia
tspolitics!)

6. Report from ASA Foundation
Nomal Dutta and Mukul
anChowdhury
J
7 Report from Project coordinators
br Jugal Kalita, Vavani
b Sharma, Malabika Brahma, wh

9. Newsletter  Editor-in-Chief's
report - Jugal Kalita

ar
10. Old Business
11. New Business

Next ASA Quarterly Meeting,
August 10th, 2005 (Kedar and
Ruprekha Bhuyan hosting)

Reported bySanjib Bhuyan New
Jersey

else?

Sharodi Saikia: The Leading Exponent of Xottriya

On 13th Feb '05, at Pragjyo
Complex in Guwahati, | was invite
to attend the " Nritya Sangam" -
festival of all the eight majo
traditional dance forms of India
Guwahati  organised
Mansingh, the director of Sange
Natak Akademi.

I have enjoyed thoroughly Sharodi
performance by seeing the respect
"bayans" dancing as a group wi
Sharodi. Being among the sevq
elite across India to be nominated
a member of the dance adviso
committees to the Sangeet Nat
Akademi in New Delhi and the firg
to represent the Xatriya dance in t
panel is one of the many honou
that Sharodi Saikia's dedication
the dance form has brought her.It
more of an intellectual exercis
(Sangeet Natak Akademi) whe
eminent dance exponents and critig
sit together to bring the rich classic
dances of India to the forefront.
The item "Rangarochans" performg
by the main dancer with the help
a group of performers - the "Gayan
Bayan !. For the first time "Bhakat
of the Xatriya have agreed t
perform with a woman on stage.

g

by Sonaldisciples of Shri Shri Madhavde

| Xattradhikars: The origin  of
aKamalabari Xattra can be tracq

back to the sixteenth century whe
t Shri Padma Ata, one of the foremo

btwas sent by the latter to establish

for propagation of Bhakti movemer
sin upper Assam region. At present
ets comprised of a group of si
hXattras, the primary three bein

pnPurona Kamalabari, Natu
aamalabari and Uttar Kamalabar
rySharodi is fortunate to hav

t all these Xattras.
neSharodi vehemently denies th
rsbranding of Xattras as
o'conservative" as she finds the

e albeit not destroying the traditiona
estructure and form of the dand
sconsortium. Her "Rangarochan” is
alproof of this.

dwas invited into the world of danc

pfat the tender age of six by her

-parents. She learnt Manipuri danc

p from Late Munin Barua as well a
Late Charu Bardoloi in addition t

nlkblessings from the Xatttradhikars of

isquite keen to new ideas and change

2) How she got into it ? : Sharodli

' from Guru Rathia Singh and Kathg

i 1) About Kamalabari Xatriya andl before getting into the legendary

figure in the field of Xattriya culture
dof Late Raseswar Saikia Barbayan of
nKamalabari Xattra, the moving spirit
stand main protagonist instrumental in
v transplanting this rich  cultural
itreasure trove from the religious-
t ritualistic moorings of the Xattras to
itthe secular stage enabling the

common people to enjoy it as a
g cultural treasure, who introduced
n Sharodi to the vast ocean of Xattriya
i.

al

e

m

1l
e

N ) Sath .
s tradition with its great corpus of
D compositions.

D

learning a variety of folk dance
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Sharodi is the first person to develgpAkademi, Spic-Macay, universities India will know and acknowledge
and present a distinctive repertoifeand colleges, both within ang the richness of Xattriya," she says.
for solo performance of Xattriya outside the state of Assam. At present she is the Deputy
dance, which is usually performedSharodi has long 33 yealsDirector in the directorate of higher
by a group of monks in the Xattrag.association with Xattriya dances aseducation, Assam. Married to a Dr.
She tirelessly attempts to acquaintearner, performer, researcher apdhrubajyoti Saikia a literature and
the masses especially the younhgexponent. Asst. Professor of medicine in
generation, with priceless heritage pf3) Her own views: "Although thg Guwahati Medical College. She has
Assam in the form of Xattriyd Akademi has recognised Xattriyaa son of 12 year old boy.

heritage through her innumerabledance, my aim will be fulfilled wher
lecture and demonstrations everyone, in the nook-and-corner pf

organised by the Sangeet Natak By Rini Kakatia, London, UK

Assam’s School Education vis-a-vis Other States & S trategies
for Improvement

Introduction

Assam’s government school education bears a gdyigimtrast to that of other states. As is evideminfthe graphs
below on the one hand, it is lagging behind thdgomance of Kerala, which has a high quality ofieation. On the
other, compared to Rajasthan - Assam seems to ibg Better, especially for education of girls frggmor income
families. Further, even India’s capital Delhi istrtaking care of its poor income children as iglent from the
graphs below.

However, compared to other states discussed alginte,from urban, rich income families get less eation in
Assam, suggesting a gender bias even among therhigdome families of Assam, in general.

NOTE: In choosing the graphs below, | have usefidifnt indicators while comparing different stateisthe reason
that in some cases data was missing or uncleaothers the contrast was more clearly visible in ithdicators
presented below. Further, the reader may undettakatisfy his or her curiosity by going througle tWorld Bank
website’s web-linkhttp://www.worldbank.org/research/projects/edati@iofiles/ind4/ind4reg/atl_a.htm

Source: World Bank data: _ .
Research Project on kerala (India) 19958-99 Assam (India) 1998-99

Educational Attainment and Attainment profile, ages 15-19 Attainment profile, ages 15-19

Enroliment around the world;
World Bank website.

Comparison to other states

In the graphs above (ideally
for top quality school system-
the graphs should show a
straight line at proportion
level of 1 on the Y axis,
parallel to the X axis), it is
evident that Kerala is by far
much more capable in
providing good  quality 01, . . . . 01, . . .
education to all strata of its 1 3 5 7 8 1

3 L}
. Grade Grade
soclety, whereas Assam
; [T ; w flGlE Uthan e bale Rural w flGlE Uthan e bale Rural
ShQWS Inequ.a“ty I.n education Fermala Urban s Fermale Rural Fermala Urban s Fermale Rural
- biased against girls and rural

students.

Froportion
Froportion

o
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On the other hand, the

graphs above show that Assam {India) 1998-99 Rajasthan (India) 1998-99

Rajasthan provides a Adtainment profile, ages 15-19 Attainment profile, ages 15-19
slightly higher level of 14 14

education to both boys

and girls of upper \
income  families - EE EE

compared to Assam.
However, Rajasthan’s
record is much poorer
in providing quality
education to girls from
poor income families,
compared to Assam.

The graphs above show \

that in comparison to U, . . . : . . . . .
New Delhi, India’s 9 3 5 T g 1 3 Grgde
capital - Assam is Grade

providing lesser it 20% Male Rich 20% Female = Rich 20% Male Rich 20% Female
educational access to wm POOE 40% Maloemm Poor 40% Female s PO0r 40% Malcass Poor 40% Female
children (especially

girls) from its higher income families. However, Ibieis far below Assam'’s level, when it comes tayding
education to children from its poor income familisgice in Delhi girls (from poor income familiespove 11 years
of age are not enrolled in school at all and thedd@@n of boys is not much better.

Froportion
Proporion

[Lu)

Inference Assam (India) 1998-99 MNew Delhi (India) 1998-98

On t,he one ha_nd' Proportion currently enralled Froportion currently enrolled
Assam’s education 14

1 -
guality for its school S —— =
going children from rich i-\

families - is below that of &1 ™~ 81
many other states
(including Kerala,
Rajasthan and Delhi as
discussed above) in India.
Thus, it perhaps affects
the ability of Assam’s
brightest students in
clearing the extremely
competitive national
entrance  exams  for o 0
engineering and medical
colleges, such as IIT-
JEE, AIIMS or CPMT or = Rich 20% Male—— Rich 20% Female = Rlich 20% Male -~ Rich 20% Femala
that of foreign = P00 0% hialow Poor 40% Female = Po0r 40% Malesss Poor 40% Fermale
universities (such as SAT

tests).

Froportian
Froportion

ary arg 10011 1213 14148 67 an 10011 1213 1415
Age Ane

On the other hand, except for Kerala, Himachal &shdind a few other states, Assam’s record in girayiunbiased
education: regardless of gender(girls versus baysy)-urban or rich-poor is better compared to ynather states —
even compared to India’s capital Delhi. Howevee, $ituation in Assam is far from satisfactory aevglent from the
graphs above.

My recommendations(not just to the government):
As seen in case of other states like Delhi or Ke@al Rajasthan, whose students are the toppetseimational
engineering or medical exams lately — there iseatgr focus on providing top quality educationaliemment to its

6
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most skilled students (generally from urban, riamilies) even at the cost of extremely low gradecation to its
rural, poor and girl students.

Most likely, the policymakers’ (and bureaucratsynochildren are the ones who benefit the most ftbm
arrangement. However, without body of highly ®dlland globally competitive manpower, it is unljkéiat the
state can ever make progress. On the other hasdybas been negligent in providing good qualitycation to
its top strata of society as well (unlike Keralalf} or Rajasthan) as well as in lagging behindvigiog good
education to its rural, poor and girl students (pared to Kerala or Himachal Pradesh).

Thus themulti pronged strategy should be:

A) to focus on improving theompetitiveness of its top students so that they start scoring in the national
competitive entrance exams. A highly skilled Assaengroup is needed to properly govern and improve
the economy of the region.

B) to improve quality of schools in rural areas and for mor income students A World Bank
study(book: Primary Education in India; World Bapkblication , 1997) showed that training of
Assam’s school principals, female teachers in rarahs, distribution of free textbooks, improvihg t
monitoring of schools as well as better physicdfaistructure of schools - would be cost effective
strategies for school improvement in such areasti#er study (mentioned in the same book as above)
predicted that improvement of 0.5% in primary sdrgiadent’s achievement rates in Assam would lead
to a 4.5% increase in Assam’s economic growth.

Conclusion

Assam is neither at the bottom of the spectrum ratiah states in school education but neither iatithe top.
However, its top quality schools lag behind a langenber of those of many other states (like DethRajasthan).
Further, states like Kerala or Himachal Pradesifaarahead of Assam, in their efforts to providévarsal and good
quality schools to all. Thus, Assam needs to imerthe quality of its top quality schools as welltlagt of its lower
rung schools-at the same time improving the reaatemote areas —to aim for sustainable economieldpment of
the region.

By Umesh Sharma. Mr Sharma is pursuing an M.E#laavard University, Graduate School of Education

The ASA Newsletter is published monthly. Sanjib Béw, NJ, on behalf of Assam Society of America, patslished
this issue of ASA newsletter. The editors are Satgghuyan (Ames, lowa), Ganesh Bora (Lake Alfredyrigi),
Prasenjit Chetia (Atlanta, Georgia), Babul Gogoe@Delhi, India), Jugal Kalita (Colorado Springspl@ado,
Editor-In-Chief), Symanta Saikia (Wichita, Kansa¥gvani Sarmah (Secane, Pennsylvania), Ujjal Pa{Baton
Rouge, Louisiana), Rini Kakati (London, UK), UmeSharma (Cambridge, Massachusetts), and Ram Sammgap
(Houston, Texas). The ASA Executive Committee immposed of Sanjib Bhuyan, President (Franklin Pakbw
Jersey), Utpal Brahma, Vice President (Burlingtblew Jersey), Ganesh Bora, General Secretary (LdkedA
Florida), Probal Tabhildar (Kendall Park, New JgjséMantu Baishya (Omaha, Nebraska), Kedar Bhuydayé
Landing, New Jersey), and Sangeeta Duorah (Cailifprn

We invite contributors from all over the world. Vdppreciate your valuable feedback, comments & stigyes, and
of course, news from your part of the world for lusion in the coming editions. Please send yourtewri
contributions to asanewsletter@yahoo.com. If yoefgrr you can send your contributions directly tty af the
editors listed above as well. Any contribution miiet750 words or shorter in length. Please incideanned image
of the author. We also request you to submit opleetinent photographs if possible.
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